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BEING ACCOMPANIED IN DIFFICULT TIMES IS LIKE FINDING                       

A LIGHTHOUSE IN A RAGING STORM 

 

The founding charism has always been under the influence of the Spirit, now more 

than ever, in this time of transition we feel the strength and energy of His Breath 

urging us to be born anew. 

The fact that the Misericordia Sisters have entrusted their charism to their lay family is no 

small matter. It is a complex undertaking that must be lived in stages and pass through a 

long process of discernment and observations taken from the lived reality of the 

Community and the International Misericordia Family (IMF). 

The time has come for the members of the General Council to prepare committed lay 

people, who received a special calling within the International Misericordia Family, to 

begin the passage for which they will become responsible. They have been asked to begin 

to initiate the new form of community life that the spiritual Family will be called to live 

in the future. 

 

The life of the IMF is in its hands. They are responsible for putting in place the structure 

that will best respond to the vision of a community model to be lived by lay people, draw 

up an organizational chart to illustrate the functioning of the IMF and produce an IMF 

manual that presents the rules of life and constitutions of this Family. 

 

A most prophetic and most innovative action that calls for great “letting go”! 

An action as prophetic as this one inevitably calls for change and change means dying to 

something. Change usually brings misunderstanding, questioning, suffering, 

disappointment, and loss of points of reference among the members. In times of great 

upheaval, it is essential to pray together, listen, understand, share, and challenge one 

another so we can live through the rational, emotional, and spiritual demands of a 

profound transformation. 
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These stages cannot be lived alone, they will make you dizzy! 

In order to facilitate a change of this magnitude it is important that we have access to 

inspirational people who can guide us and serve as a reference for those members of the 

Family who feel the need to better understand, better grasp the orientation that comes 

with such a major change in order to go forward with confidence. 

These leaders open the way, they walk side by side with those around them. They 

become a light that shows the way and gives meaning and vision to the road before us. 

 

Without a vision, there can be no action . . . 

The Misericordia Sisters understood the importance of identifying key individuals, who 

would eventually form a core group of solid lay persons who would become the 

guardians of the founding charism in their place of belonging. These chosen individuals 

are called to journey with those for whom they are responsible, pass on the charism and 

help their group build relationships of stable collaboration with the core group of the 

future. 

To reach their goal, the Sisters of the Council chose persons of faith, imbued with the 

charism of Rosalie and in whom they saw the qualities of leadership required for the task. 

Each one was invited to choose the place that best suited them within the International 

Misericordia Family. During their years of formation they discovered the greatness of the 

charism, recognized the identity of the IMF and consolidated their bonds with those 

chosen for this mission. All were asked to serve as a lighted lantern in their milieu and 

oversee the continuity of the charism. 

 

As Rosalie said, the more we will be united, the better we will accomplish . . . 

 

Last October all of the leaders of the various organizations at the international level 

gathered at Manoir D’Youville for a three-day workshop. 

 

Approximately 60 lay people joyfully responded to the special invitation to come 

together to build this new community of laity, bearers of a mission of Mercy in the 

Church and in society. They accepted to work to strengthen the sense of commitment at 

the heart of the Family and ensure links of close collaboration with the leadership, so that 

the next generation mandated for this mission will be just as united and passionate about 

belonging to a spiritual Family. 

 

More than ever, their enthusiasm must be contagious. 

 

The Sisters of the General Council promised the necessary support, visibility and 

credibility so that everyone will be motivated to dare to act by sharing their convictions 

with the entire Family.  

 



A missioning ceremony took place during the Eucharistic celebration where each one was 

invited to become a lighted lantern in their respective milieu. 

In a time of change as important as ours, as of today, those who were mandated have a 

central role to play in the reorganization of the IMF. They have been called to open the 

way during a time of change often charged with emotions, misunderstandings and loss, in 

order to remain united and ensure the continuation of the charism of Mercy entrusted to 

us by the Misericordia Sisters. 

In the new illustration the Lighthouse was chosen as the symbol for the International 

Misericordia Family. 

This symbol is a good illustration for the founding charism of the Misericordia sisters. It 

is an important point of reference that indicates the deep meaning and the main strengths 

of the being and doing of the members of the IMF as they strive to fulfill their calling. 

 

The Lighthouse, faithful guardian of the charism, who watches over and shows the way, 

that revives the flame of those who feel lost… 

IS THIS NOT A TANGIBLE SIGN                                                                                           

OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD AMONG US? 

 

The New Illustration for the IMF                                                                             

Because of the transformation of the International Misericordia Family, the “Lighthouse” 

best represents the charism and its three pillars in the Church and society. It depicts who 

we are, our spirituality, and our mission. All of the elements identified in this illustration 

are inseparable and will remain meaningful over time. They will serve as clear points of 

reference for those who will become the guardians of our spiritual heritage.  

 



The Cross 

Represents our belonging to the Catholic Church.   

 

The Lit Lantern 

Represents the founding charism of the Misericordia Sisters entrusted to Rosalie Cadron- 

Jetté founder by Bishop Bourget. The International Misericordia Family is called to 

oversee the growth and dissemination of this charism.   

 

The Tower  

Represents two of the pillars of the founding charism: Spirituality (gold) and Mission 

(purple). 

In the Lighthouse we have the core group considered to be the future guardians of 

the founding charism. The core group is represented by: 

 

The Main Door 

This is the Rosalie-Cadron-Jetté Centre, guardian of the charism at the heart of the 

International Misericordia Family in the Church and society.  

 

The Two-Tiered Base 

The first-tier founded on the “Rock” represents the future Family Council.  

The second-tier of the base represents the leaders mandated to sit on various committees 

and organizations.  

The Rock 

Represents the third pillar of the founding charism: The International Misericordia 

Family –The Community.  

This is the Community of the heirs of the founding charism of the Misericordia Sisters. 

Imbued with the same spirit no matter where they minister, they are all united by the 

founding charism of Mercy, and work together to build a better world.  

A Community of Mercy 

This Community is composed of a group of consecrated laity who have taken 

private vows, and who have made the commitment to live Mercy in response to a 

particular call in the Church.   


